FE20f Dongba Shaman

20 A4 2 301t




HE A

=R ] el e e R e e At L g sl o e e g 1 O | S P o [ 2 M S e RO LTS
Rt T ZRE b A L = i AR 2 e e s e e,

y Iy (o N B R e T o N R B 5 5 R o e 3 R 12 M e K2 S s e s S Y o B N A/ 1 LS NE L
Hr ) — ST e A TSR RT A, SR TRE T PG e iR 2 LR, FRLS T i
AR PHES T

AHEA AR R SNPGRS 2 TRt $EAGE RAERR S, #0000 A B s At
Flabrs e . B AT HE R A e A%, PR PTHIEE, AR A, PR i AR R S 4 S e
T AL LT T A A SO RO e L, SRS =R, A NS T T B aE

R S S A U R AR T A AT, B T R FRfE—I A e S . 24 R |

V2 PP T R A R BT AL S T SO PR 10 TR, IR AR A AL SO iR e i

a8
AN 1867 SRR LTty | AR S — MRS |- T i, —FT Ak, 3. 98 1%,

s 0 I A LR B A ST A SOOI, S bR 5 2R - 74 e IR
A T AR (TR P RO NP D) AN — S R I LA s T 1928 A ALY TA5
AR S RIS B A, (M A BTN 2 527 2 5 Jul T i I 2 AT
T3S 538 (D Jackson) FIHAFRKITEZHY (Dr. Janet) S5 A IS ey A ISE K ARl b — R A
1 B AT (TN ST 5 S0 0D 0 (PSS R TS, FRTEIAAT — B TAe SC i
o, SRR T BT 2

AR, RIS AR S SR T RS T ARE S L, TN I e R e 2 SCHRSE,
BEE, A L2 A A

LKA AY AL B AR 3t TN

A T T A A RERS s o REST U TR A o AR - HT Y, ANaT A bR T,
o WL 0 s B i S Rl SN PRE I 00 R & o v 1) DA 27 8 S R R R | el o S B SR (Ve 2 4 G TR E T e
dr sl AR AR T, AEGi AR e ZA R RS T 1997 45 11 J] 28 HIE b a{ B i oL,

{EUESIEIRR : BIEs VAT A A T3 e, (R AR AN Sofb s F3l— e — e 3otk
SRR~ NGRS V& ) e P LA SR RNV B B B 1) S S i R R v Rt BT B T [ A d

Hlilk, ARESCIER MR EGEARRE A A ST <A BETHY. W /Eavaik 28 5 A, GRS asiddR
ARERE A ST PG L, 10 AR A, AT HE R REAE A2 58— R i . R, 46
BOACRA SO, A IR T s T A AT R A

AR F A O AR AT ST S B L AR TR, {FUE, [l 2R RO STRRER
FAR T e, IR 2R ET ORI . A IR s AR S AR TR HE &, R A P AR
Abst ——— SIS AT ik FAE AT RS U, OB AR SO RS TS — A . [
41554 5 TR A € e N ol T S 90 B d B W R APV N B S SN

b g ma Ly AR R E o % Beiling Aszodation of Dongba Culture and Arts

E-mad L Tayoulamn i com




Information of the Beijing Association of Dongba Culture and Arts (ADCA) on Dongba Culture

The interesting symbols depicted here are called Dongba pictographs, and represent a unigue form of
writing. Dongba pictographs are the only hieroglyphic writing system still in use today, and are recognized
by international academic and cultural circles as on one of the most remarkable world heritages.

What is Dongba Culture?

The Geographic and Ethnic Background

The cradle of the Dongba tradition lies in Southwest China's Yunnan
Province and is closely linked to the culture of the Naxi ethnic group.
The home of the Naxi is situated in the western part of Yunnan, an
area wedged between the 'Golden Triangle' (the intersection of
Thailand, Laocs, and Myanmar) and the 'Roof of the World' (Tibet).
Although the Naxi are small ethnic group, with a population hovering
around 280,000, they have been brought to world attention by virtue
of their unigue cultural heritage.

The Naxi are ethnically closely related to the Tibetan people. For
more than seven centuries, the majority of the Naxi have settled in
mountainous Morth-Yunnan, at the fringes of the Tibetan highlands,
with the ancient, picturesgue town of Lijiang as cultural and
economic hub.

Situated at the first bend of the mighty Yangtze River, this location

has put the Naxi for many centuries at the crossroads of cultural,

commercial, and religious exchange between the ancient advanced civilizations of China, Tibet, India, and
Southeast Asia. The resulting eclectic assimilation of various influences over the centuries, as well as the
strong sense of identity and cultural pride of the Naxi, are the main contributing factors to the richness and
uniqueness of this people.
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The Dongba priest af the Naxi People performs a dongba dance at the ceremaony £ R R (T e R S

Origins of Dongba Culture

The word Dongba, which designates both the animistic belief system of the Naxi and its shamans, basically
means 'knowledgeable-one'. Occupying hereditary positions, Dongba-shamans act as intermediaries between
heaven, humanity, and earth. All Dongba-shamans must be well-versed in ancient dances, literature, traditional
medicine, and folk customs to effectively perform ceremonial, divinatory, and healing duties. In this capacity,
their activities encompass such diverse fields as arts and crafts, scholarship, religion, and medicine, greatly
exceeding the tasks of ordinary Naxi shamans. For this reasan Dongba-shamans are primarily considered
being the bearers of Dongba culture, which consists mainly of the Dongba religion, the arts, classic scriptures,
and pictographic Dongba script. Bearing a striking resemblance to stylistic elements of modermn painters such
as Miro or Klee, these hieroglyphs not only incite academic speculation but also reveal high esthetic value
when appreciated. To the present day, Dongba shamans continue using Dongba script to write ceremonial or
religious text.

The Significance of Dongba Culture

Dongba books, originally written with ink-filled bamboo pens on tree bark, are now mainly made of handmade
paper. Since the late 19th century, when a French missionary brought the first specimens to the attention of
the West, Dongba scriptures have aroused international attention. It is estimated that about 30,000 volumes
still exist, around 12,000 of which have been acquired by international academic institutions and museums.
Of these, 3000 can be found in the American Library of Congress.

FIE China scholars began first to show a research interest in
the then unknown Dongba culture in the early decades of
this century. Most noteworthy among them is Austro-
American academic Dr.Joseph Rock, later dubbed the
father of modern Naxi Studies. He first ventured to Lijiang
in 1922, preparing the first comprehensive cultural,
linguistic, and geographic analysis of the entire area for
Harvard University. Since then, interest in Naxi culture
has increased steadily, culminating in the establishment
of several academic centers for Naxi studies in countries
" L R such as the USA, Britain, France Germany, Italy,

SR B . ; Switzerland and Japan.
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Naxi studies encompass such diverse fields as history, literature, linguistics, sociology, comparative cultural,
and religious studies, as well as ecology. In 1988 the International Association of Naxi Studies was
established. The Chinese government also followed suit by establishing the Dongba Research Institute at
the Yunnan Academy of Science in 1991.

The earlier mentioned Dongba hieroglyphs occupy a prominent place in this discipline. In itself, their present
status represents a notable phenomenon. Seen from the anthropologic point of view, the actual use of
hieroglyphs in a contemporary society seems an anachronistic oddity, defying established doctrine.
Preservation and further research of Dongba culture may be able to teach us more about ourselves.

MNotwithstanding the fact that Dongba culture is essentially of limited local influence, its preservation is a
task of international significance. By including the historic town center of Lijiang among the protected
UNESCO World Heritage Sites in 1997, the first step to preserve the ancient architecture of the Dongba
heartland has been undertaken.
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Purposes and Goals of the Beijing Association of Dongba Culture and Arts (ADCA)

The designated task of this association is to help preserve the ancient Dongba heritage of China and
actively promote the understanding of Dongba culture, arts, and traditions both nationally and internationally.
In its endeavors ADCA has received encouragement from the central government of China, the Beijing
municipal government, and the government of the Lijiang Naxi Autonomous County.

ADCA is a non-profit organization according to the applicable laws and regulations of China. After approval
by the relevant authorities, it was officially registered in March 1997. The founding session of the Assaciation
was held on November 28th 1887 in Beijing, and drew significant attention from academic, cultural, and
media circles. It was followed immediately by a series of acclaimed exhibitions of rare cultural objects,
photos, documentaries, and works of art that toured both in China and abroad.

With the gradual waning of traditional Dongba influences, coupled with the ascent of modern values and
changing lifestyles, the establishment of ADCA represents a significant step to reverse a process of |oss.
With its work ADCA aims not only to preserve and promote Dongba culture, but also to foster cooperation
and understanding among all nationalities of China.

Although Dongba culture has recently enjoyed increased exposure, much still remains to be done to beat

the clock. We therefore hope that people from all walks of life who are genuinely interested in Dongba
culture will provide ADCA with their active support and valuable opinions, and join us in our efforts.
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Dongba Pictureof the Sacred Road

The picture of the ancient road is
Lho -;||'||i-:'l ion of the sLAges I|'|'|||||.:||
which the soul must travel, The Naxi
heljeve that after death the soul
must pass through 18 levels of hell
and earth, and 33 levels of heaven,
in order to return to the ancestral
grounds.
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Beijing Association of Dongba Culture and Arts




