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FrE B BEAT AR T EEEARA Summary of Naxi Ancient Dongba Manuscripts held in the Leiden Umverslly Libraries
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L EE | vk tsu® Offering sacrifices to the ancastors is fike the sheep returning to the pastures with the most water and
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% | % | ZiEH% (EAD place fillad with food.
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The Dongba recites the ritual manuscripts, entecatiogstiors to take the
offerings away, but to leave good fortuneewfitimily, leaving fortune to the
human world, like the clouds in the sky, the diassuththe precious stones
atop the mountain. the gold flowing in the river, the sndwamchbe of the
dragon spruce, or the dew in the bamboo forestaMasthies always look over
their descendants.

The household holding the ceremony mast thasters for the souls of
the ancestors, praying that on the day of their retumothegelowith brigands
in the mountains, leopards in the valleysytraethot beset by snowstorms in
winter or downpours in summer.

The Dongba ritualistipts outthe way for the returning ancestor spirits,
reciting each point along the way, feonauiiee of the first village all the way to
the destination, where thestmis dwell.

Duncan POUPARD
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